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άhŦǘŜƴ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǿŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 

Myths and Science Fiction when Nature itself 

is more fantastic than almost anything  

ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΦέ 
 

Gordon Lascelles, Needham Road, Harleston 

 

CǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊΥ /ƭƭǊ ΩaƻΩ aōŀΣ Chair, Redenhall with Harleston Town Council 5/2023  

and Mrs Carol Wiles MBE fly the flag for Nature Recovery. 

 



 

 

 Nature  ð OurRoadToRecovery 
 

n 2010, The Community held a major Have Your Say consultation on 

IŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ inspiring programme of 

social, economic and environmental work, events and activities.  

In 2022, following the adoption of the TƻǿƴΩǎ formal Neighbourhood 

Plan, the Town Council took a leading and imaginative step by declaring 

the Parish to be its own local Nature Recovery Area. A Steering Group 

was established to set a framework for taking forward their aspirations.  

The initial work of the Group to set a course for the future has now 

been completed. 

This -Perspective shares some highlights reflecting the work of many 

people involved in background activities building-up to the delivery of 

NatureRecoveryinHarleston - WeCan. Importantly, the Steering Group 

ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ǳƴŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ Ψ.ŀŘƎŜΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΣ 

individuals, organisations, businesses, farmers, developers, in fact 

anyone who carries out anything positive and cares for wildlife and the 

environment can feel, play and be a part of. 

 

Trevor Graham 

Jeremy Savage 

Revd. Nigel Tuffnell 

 Ian Carstairs 
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 ΨIŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳǊ {ŀȅΩ 

Words turned into Realities 

 

Ifteen years ago, Redenhall with Harleston Town Council 

encouraged the Community to devise a grass-roots up Town Plan 

expressing what they would like to see happen for the future.  The 

public consultation drew hundreds of wide-ranging comments and 

ideas from that community.   Three initial topics which would most 

benefit the community socially, economically and environmentally were 

chosen for concerted action: 

¶ Encourage formation of a Business Forum 

 

¶ Promote a Roads Traffic and Safety initiative to seek a better 

balance between traffic and pedestrians 

 

¶ Take Swift Action to help swifts, sparrows and other wildlife 

 

The three initiatives took time to develop -  all have been spectacularly 

successful and led to many other achievements. 
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 An unmissable message promoted by a mysterious light-bulb-

hatted super hero from our iconic clocktower. 



 
 



 
 



 

 

 

Business Forum 

Focussing on the Future 

 

arleston and District Business forum brought together retailers, 

businesses and organisations to share ideas.  Following the closure 

ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ōŀƴƪΣ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ ǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ Ψ/ŀƴ IŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴ {ǳǊǾƛǾŜΚΩ  

To address the question, chart a positive way forward and champion 

ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨIŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳǊ {ŀȅΩ Town Plan, the Forum: 

 

¶ Hosted ΨCan Harleston Survive ς 2040?Ω - a pivotal event with key 

speakers from the community, including our MP, the Bishop of 

Norwich, representatives from the Senior School and residents. 

 

¶ EstablishedΣ IŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƴƻǘςfor-profit 

organisation to stimulate and carry out wide ranging activity for 

public benefit.  The Group has proved a central catalyst for many 

life enhancing events as well as playing a significant part in the 

re-engineering of the town centre and Nature Recovery. 

 

¶ Recently facilitated a presentation on Nature Recovery in 

support of the Town Council. 
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Harleston 2040.  Clive Attwood, Chair, Business Forum, hands on a baton to Lily Kirk 

from Archbishop Sancroft School whilst Bishop Revnd. Graham James, Richard 

Bacon MP and other speakers look on. 



   



  



 

 

 

Roads Traffic Pedestrians and Safety 

-  a Better Balance Achieved 

ustained involvement of the Town Council, supported by members 

of the community, in consultation with the Police, Schools, District 

and County councillors and close collaboration with Highways Engineers 

ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨIŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳǊ {ŀȅΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ 

the proportion of public space available for pedestrians in comparison 

with vehicles (formerly c.94 % for vehicles to 6 % for pedestrians) 

fulfilled.  A more people-friendly town-centre environment has been 

achieved through the co-operation of three Councils ς South Norfolk, 

Norfolk and Redenhall with Harleston working together with the 

community to deliver: 

Á New rear entrance to the main Town Car Park relieving the 

central Thoroughfare of more than half its traffic 

Á Zebra crossing for the Senior School 

Á Town centre gridlock and traffic jams largely eliminated 

Á Widened pavements enhanced with planters 

Á Open public area with informal seating established in the Market 

Place. 
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Butterfly-themed stilt-ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ΨtǊƻƧŜŎǘ CǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΩΤ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

South Norfolk Council to re-engineer the Town Centre pavements to benefit people. 



  



  



 

 

 

Swifts, Sparrows and other Wildlife 

Pulling Back from the Brink 

 

he crisis facing the natural world is well recognised.  However, the 

scale of the problem can seem impossible for individuals to influence. 

To help people play a part, members of our community have established 

channels to support and enjoy the natural world: animals, plants, sky, the 

weather, the stars.  Sustained information and practical activities have 

been maintained, markedly during the Covid pandemic, through: 

Á Swift Action 

 

Á Harleston a Ray of Sunshine ς look up look down look all around 

 

Á Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Making a mark for nature ς pupils from Harleston 

Primary shape up to design a huge Swift Mobile. 

display. 



  



  



 

 

 

Market Towns Initiative 

Financial Leap of Faith pays off. 

 

outh Norfolk Council grant-ŀƛŘŜŘ IŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ as part of their 

Initiative to enhance Market Towns. The Council helped to deliver 

activities to benefit the community and encourage tourism and also 

supported volunteers to kick-start the Swift Action programme.  

Importantly, South Norfolk Council allowed profits made from events to 

be re-invested in on-going activitiesΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀƴƴŜǊΩ ƻŦ ΨTime for 

EveryoneΩΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ IŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ 

Future:  

¶ Prepared a prudent business plan  

¶ Planned year-round activities, including:  

o SchoolsΩ environmental initiatives 

o Town-centre Flag Displays to delight residents and visitors 

alike for the last decade.  

The following pages celebrate achievements and ability to deliver 

innovative outcomes. 
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IŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ ΨCƭŀƎ CƻǊŎŜΩ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ year-round programme of festive and 

celebratory flags throughout the town centre. 



   



  


