
 

 

HESLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM ON TUESDAY 19 MAY 2026 AT 7.00 P.M. 

Present: 

Mr D Blacketer, Mrs P Bramley, Mr R Bramley, Mr T Clark, Mr J Garner, Mrs Z Richards and Mr C Stewart 

In attendance: 

Fiona Hill - Parish Clerk 

APM2025/1 Apologies 

Ms B Heap and Mr T Pearcy 

City of York Council Ward Councillor Kate Ravilious 

APM2025/2 Minutes of the APM 2025 

Resolved– Approved (Unanimous) 

APM2025/3 Annual Report 

“Over the past year, we filled our two vacancies with Cllrs Tim Clark and Charlie Stewart, both 

valued additions to the Parish Council. We continue to have a full complement of nine committed 

councillors, representing residents’ interests and overseeing the funds raised through the 

parish precept collected via Council Tax. Development in the parish continues to progress. 

Minster View is well underway. We hope the City Council will introduce effective measures to 

manage traffic on Field Lane and Main Street South, which already experience heavy flows 

during the morning and late-afternoon peaks. The Hive (Norwegian Centre) application for 

25-bed, purpose-built student accommodation was approved despite 

objections from the Parish Council and local residents. We expect this to be closely monitored 

to minimise any impact on village life. The University of York geothermal project, to be built 

at the disused velodrome on Heslington East, aims to provide geothermal heat to campus 

buildings by 2028, with drilling expected to start in 2027. The dental practice has now 

opened, and we also have a new Postmaster, who is very welcome. The Post Office is a 

valuable village asset, and we wish him every success. York City Council has recently held an 

invitation-only event about Langwith Village: a proposal for 3,600 new homes within the 

parish, with additional agricultural land required for infrastructure and mitigation associated 

with building in the countryside. This marked the first stage of the engagement process. The 

site was formally allocated in the York Local Plan, adopted in February 2025. In response to 

significant changes in development policy and national expectations, including higher 

mandatory Government housing targets, City of York Council is preparing to draw up a new 

Local Plan at a cost of £1.8 million. The Council’s Executive has approved a timetable for 

producing the new plan, which will set out local development over the next four years, with 

adoption targeted for 2029. Public engagement is expected to begin after the local elections in 

May next year. Our Neighbourhood Plan is open for consultation until 7 June. We welcome 

your comments; all feedback is recorded and considered, and we will decide whether 

amendments can be made. The plan is then finalised and submitted to the local authority, City 

of York Council. An independent examiner reviews the submitted plan to ensure it is robust, 

compliant and sound, and may recommend modifications or approve it as submitted. If it 

passes examination, the plan goes to a local referendum. If a majority votes in favour, it will be 

adopted and become part of the statutory local development plan, guiding future development 

decisions in the neighbourhood area. The Meeting Room finally received its new roof last 

summer. The total cost was £41,873.93. Thank you to everyone who kindly donated. We also 

thank the Meeting Room Committee for managing the day-to-day running of the facility. Page 

1 of 2 Last year, the Parish Council was pleased to award grants including 

£300 towards the Christmas tree and £900 to the Village Trust to organise“ABig Lunch” for 

residents in June. We understand there are plans to hold a similar event in 2027. We are 

budgeting to refurbish the village benches and noticeboard, and we have also funded the 

repair and re-installation of the village signs. Thanks go to Michael, our lengthsman, for his 

conscientious work in keeping the village clean and well cared for, and for his thoughtful 

contributions to the newsletter. Our website and newsletter provide updates on monthly Parish 

Council meetings and other local activities throughout the year. As a Parish Council, we remain 

committed to engaging with the community, ensuring residents’ voices are heard and concerns 

addressed. On behalf of us all, I thank our Clerk, Fiona Hill, who ensures the Parish Council is 

professionally and efficiently run. I also thank my fellow councillors and 



 

 

 

residents for their support over the past year and for their involvement in community 

activities”. Pauline Bramley Chair, Heslington Parish Council 

APM2025/4 Reports/Representations: 

Heslington Church 

“Thank you for the opportunity to share an update from Heslington Church. As some of you 
may know, I am the newly arrived Priest-in-Charge, having been installed in March, and I 
want to say how grateful I am for the warm welcome I’ve received from so many in the 

village. It is a joy to be settling into a community with such a strong sense of place and shared 

life, andI’mvery much looking forward to working alongside you in the months and years 

ahead. 

Since our recent Annual General Meeting, there are a few areas of church life that may be of 

particular interest to the Parish Council. 

Churchyard Extension We are now very close to completing the legal transfer of a 20-metre 

strip of Dean’s Acre from the University of York, which will allow us to extend the 

churchyard. This is a rare and positive moment for a parish church, and we are keen to 

ensure that the new area is developed sensitively and in keeping with the character of the 

existing churchyard. Planning conditions include planting a multi-species hedge and setting 

aside a third of the land for wildlife conservation, continuing the ecological approach already 

valued by many local residents. A public appeal has raised over £10,000, and we are deeply 

grateful for the community support that has made this possible. 

Building Use and Community Access The church building continues to be well used by a 

range of groups, including the Chinese church, whose presence has grown steadily. We are 

working to improve communication around bookings and building access. We want the 

building to be as open and welcoming as possible, but also safe and well-managed. Anyone 

wishing to use the space is encouraged to contact our bookings administrator and Church 

Warden, Stuart Turner. 

Finances and Sustainability Like many churches, we are navigating a challenging financial 

period. Rising costs, reduced fee income (partly due to last year’s broken sewage pipe), and 

the ongoing need for maintenance mean that we are working hard to stabilise our finances. 

Fundraising efforts—particularly the all-day café—have been a real success, and we remain 

committed to being a resource for the village while ensuring the long-term sustainability of the 

church. 

Community Life The AGM highlighted the breadth of activity happening within the church 

community: pastoral visiting, meditation groups, Mothers’ Union, Friends Plus, and a wide 

range of volunteer-led work in the churchyard. These groups contribute significantly to the 

wellbeing of local residents, and we are always glad to welcome new people; you do not need 

to be a regular Churchgoer or even a Christian, to get involved in some of our groups. 

As I begin my ministry here, I am eager to build strong relationships with local partners, 

including the Parish Council. Please do feel free to get in touch if there are ways we can 

support community initiatives, or if you would like to explore opportunities for shared 

projects.I’mdelighted to be here and look forward to working together for the good of 

Heslington. 

The Reverend Laura Mumford 

Priest in Charge, Heslington Church (St Paul's) and St Hilda's Tang Hall 

Chaplain to Archbishop Holgate’s School” 

Heslington Village Trust 

“Chair’s Report for the year to 31st March 2026 

Heslington Village Trust is a registered charity the Objectives of which are: 

1. To promote high standards of architecture and planning in the Parish of Heslington 

(being the area covered by the Parish Council). 

2. To stimulate public interest in and care for the beauty, history and character of the 

village and its surroundings. 

3. To  encourage the preservation,  protection, development  and improvement  of  features  of 

public amenity or historic interest. 

Planning Applications 



 

 

A number of planning applications worthy of comment were submitted in the year to 31st 

March. The Trust has commented on the following planning applications since the last AGM: 



 

 

 

•  5/5a Main Street / The Hive. Following the unanimous deferral by CYC’s Planning 

Committee in the previous year, a planning consultant wrote to CYC urging that the 

application proceed. The Trust responded that the recently adopted Local Plan rules 

requiring an 18-month marketing period for change of use from employment to 

residential should be adhered to. A report from the Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study 

Group dating 5/5a to the mid-15th century - making it, with Village Farm, among the 

oldest buildings in the village - was shared with English Heritage. 

•  Lodes. A retrospective application for external lighting was anticipated but the owners 

are now considering alternative signage in consultation with the conservation team. A 

CCTV camera previously raised as a concern is now properly signed. A subsequent 

application to extend opening hours was refused. 

•  Peel Close. The Halifax estate applied to fell trees adjacent to a building. The Trust 

alerted CYC to the possibility that removal could affect ground moisture and the 

building’s foundations. 

•  Patch House. Foundations were poured for a significant extension with no recent 

planning application, the previous consent dating from 2009. CYC Planning Enforcement 

confirmed that development had started within the required three-year period and took no 

further action. However, the developer subsequently erected a fence beyond the site 

boundary; T J Mudd, who manage the Holmefield Estate, checked the Land Registry, 

agreed the fence was beyond the boundary, and instructed the developer to remove it at 

their own expense. The Trust asked that any replacement fence be erected on the 

developer’s side of the mature hedgerow that has formed the boundary for over 60 years. 

•  University welcome signs (26/00109/FUL and 26/00110/ADV). The University applied to 

erect eight large signs around the campus, two of which - on Fulford Road close to the 

Heslington Conservation Area sign, and on the grass area at Siward’s Way - are of 

particular concern to the Trust. The application describes the signs as wayfinding but 

their wider purpose appears to be promotional, with no regulation on content. The Trust 

submitted an objection on grounds of purpose, position and size. 

•  Charles XII. A Tree Protection Order was put in place by City of York Council for several 

trees in the grounds of the public house. The Trust wrote in support. 

•  Persimmon, Hull Road / Field Lane. Work appears to have begun on the Persimmon 

development of 211 houses opposite B&Q on the Hull Road, with access via Kimberlow 

Rise (planning references 15/00167/FULM and 15/00166/OUTM). 

Heslington Village Conservation Area Sign 

The wooden Conservation Area signs at the entrances to the village came loose during the year 

and were taken down. Niall McTurk obtained quotes and prepared a template for 

reinstatement, using a powder-coated steel reinforcement bar to ensure stability. The intention 

is to put the new signs back up by the end of June 2026, with the Parish Council covering the cost 

of materials. 

Big Lunch 

June saw the culmination of many months planning by our BIG LUNCH team. Our community 

came together to enjoy food and company in the Main Street. With CYC support we closed the 

street to traffic, and families were able to roam freely and dance in the road to the exciting 

music of the New York Brass Band. A special time for all was when children from Lord 

Deramore’s Primary School sang beautifully, enthusiastically supported by us all. We would like 

to say a big thank you to Lord Deramore’s for their contribution to the day. We were also 

supported by Heslington Scout Group, who provided equipment and activities for children. So 



 

 

many residents made the day a success, with contributions of cakes and plants to our stalls. 



 

 

 

Thanks also to local businesses for their support, including Dan and the Deramore Arms 

team, and Brian from Cycle Heaven. None of this would have been possible without the 

financial support from the Parish Council and the Ward Committee, and we extend the thanks 

of the Trust and residents of the Parish. 

On behalf of the Trust I would like to record particular thanks to Cath Blacketer and her 

working group, whose energy and many months of planning made the day possible. The 

committee has agreed to run the Big Lunch every other year, with the next event in 2027. 

Heslington Memories 

A highlight of the year has been the reception that Heslington Memories Revisited has 

received in our community. This special anniversary edition has celebrated 25 years since the 

first printing. It contains the original memories recorded by local resident, Donald Ward, and 

we invited long-standing villagers to share their own recollections. Four new chapters were 

added that bring to life the special character of our village and its community, and how it has 

evolved over the last century. We have sold 106 copies and also copies have been purchased 

online through Amazon: some of these have been bought in the USA. The book is available to 

purchase by contacting the Secretary. 

Annual leaf sweep 

The Trust organised the annual village leaf sweep in November 2025. Many thanks to all who 

took part. 

Christmas tree 

The Trust, in collaboration with the Parish Council and Sinclair Properties, split the cost for 

the Village Christmas Tree, which was on display outside Sinclair’s Main Offices, Main 

Street, for the holiday period. Many thanks to Sinclair’s and the Parish Council for their 

funding of the tree, and to Tom Pearcy for his help with setting it up and taking it down. 

A new addition this year was a carols-around-the-tree event in the week before Christmas, 

with strong contributions from Lord Deramore’s Primary School and the Deramore Arms. 

The event was warmly received and 4th December 2026 is already in the school’s diary for 

next year’s carols. 

With thanks 

At the AGM in May 2025 the Trust said goodbye to two long-serving members of the 

Executive Committee: Nick Allen, who served on the committee for 26 years and continues to 

lead on planning matters on the Trust’s behalf; and Malcolm Bowker, who has served as 

secretary and executive members for numerous years. We thank them both warmly for their 

contributions”. 

Florian Block, Chair, May 2026 

Heslington Meeting Room 
“There have been several improvements this year to both the fabric of the Meeting Room and 

to the running of it, as set out below. 

Re-roofing. 

The re-roofing of the original methodist chapel in slate, and the extension in clay pantiles has 

been completed, including the addition of more insulation in the roof space. While 

responsibility for external and structural fabric of the building lies with the Parish Council, the 

Meeting Room committee agreed to contribute £1500 towards the cost of the works. 

Website. 

Following requests from several regular hirers of the Meeting Room, an additional page was 

added to the website, entitled ‘Classes and Events, where hirers can advertise. The committee 

however will manage and post the adverts. 

Booking system. 

The committee has acquired a new booking system, Hallmaster.com, which makes booking, 

and the subsequent invoicing to hirers, much simpler and more efficient. 

Data projector. 

Following queries from several potential hirers, including departments at York University, the 
committee has acquired a data projector, and at the same time, had the east wall painted 

white so that it can act as a screen. 

Caretaker. 



 

 

Following the interview of the two candidates by Nick Allen and Roy Collard, the committee 

has appointed Dita. Her role will be more extensive than just cleaning the building, and will 



 

 

 

encompass greeting the occasional hirers ie those that don’t have a key, and explaining the 

procedures in case of fire, where the first aid kit is, and answering any questions the hirer 

might have. She will also have access to the Hallmaster booking system so she can see who 

has booked the Meeting Room, and when. 

Solar panels. 

Having accepted the objective of fitting solar panels to the Meeting Room roof, the 

committee’s work to identify possible sources of funding is on-going. 

Wheelchair access. 

While wheelchair access from Main Street into the Meeting Room is not ideal, it is certainly 

possible. Access can be made via the drive up from Main Street, admittedly a little uneven is 

places, and then past the concrete ‘landing, and then turning 180 degrees and entering the 

building via the main doors. The option of a ramp was looked at but it would mean an entirely 

new set of entrance doors. However, the main obstacle is the ownership of the drive which is 

owned by a neighbour, not the Parish Council, and the complexities of resolving liabilities if 

the drive was altered to accommodate wheelchairs, and an accident occurred as a result, 

were considered to difficult, and it was agreed to leave access as it is. 

Administration. 

The committee has, over the past year, reviewed and amended as appropriate most of the 

policies and risk assessments relevant to our operation, and is continuing to review and 

amend those policies still outstanding. 

Finances. 

As can be seen from the Treasurer’s Report, our finances and bookings are in a healthy state, 

and these, together with the recent improvements set out above, means that the future of the 

Meeting Room as a valuable and viable community asset for the village is secure”. 
N K Allen Chair, Heslington Meeting Room Executive Committee 
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Credit Balance    
   

    
    

Credit Balance 31.03.26 comprises    
Current Account (Nat West)    
Bonus Saver Account (Nat West)    

   £24,675.48 

    
    
    



 

 

 

 

APM2025/5 Parishioners question and answer session: 

Parish Councillors, attending as residents, raised issues on behalf of residents–

-  Concerns about the Boundary Review 

- Problems exiting driveways and possible installation of mirrors 
-  Suggestion that Parish Council connect with village organisations, e.g. school, church 

Parish Councillors were advised to raise these issues at Parish Council meeting, so issues 

could be discussed in a timely manner. 
 
 
 
 

 

Chairman's Signature .............................. Date .............................. 


